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Vineyard/Appella�on: The Cardanini Vineyards in El Dorado County, Sierra Foothills, supplied all the 

fruit. The soils are volcanic and naturally acidic and give this wine its minerality and  

refreshing acidity. 
 

The 2014 Vintage: We’ve learned over the years that producing the most balanced and interes�ng Barbera 

from our vineyards comes with mul�ple harvests. The 2014 vintage with its warm temperatures had our 

first pick on September 10th, a second pick September 13th and finishing with a third pick on September 

20th. The resul�ng wine is a spectacular marriage of the bright fruit-oriented side of the variety and the 

dense, brooding essence of California Barbera. 

The nose on the 2014 vintage is all about the high-tone fruit of the early pick. Wild raspberry and black 

cherry intertwine with wonderful cranberry and blueberry characters. Of course there’s the quintessen�al 

earthiness of the region and a dash of Barbera’s unique tarry notes, but an intriguing floral aspect hints to 

the overall complexity of this wine.  

The palate is amazingly luscious, especially considering the poten�ally bracing acidity of Barbera. The entry 

with its pie cherry fruit and mountain-grown blackberry richness is domina�ng yet invi�ng. A few more 

sips, and you’ll no�ce that the smooth texture is evenly balanced throughout finishing so�ly with a dark 

berry essence notably from the final pick of the season. Never overripe and never brash, the 2014 Ruck-

sack Barbera is an authen�c homage to the Italian varietal grown in California! 

Average brix at harvest: 25.2 T.A. 0.72%, pH: 3.38, Alcohol: 14.2% 

Final Blend: 100% Barbera 

Pair With:   Pasta Carbonara, Tor�lla Española, Riso�o or dishes with a starchy base 

Hold Time: 5+ years   Cases produced: 784 cases 

2014 Rucksack Cellars Barbera 

RUCKSACK CELLARS 
Comfortable and worn, a rucksack embodies our desire to discover life  

away from the ordinary.  It is with this same spirit of discovery that we produce our 

wines, each an expression of the varied climate and soils of the  

Sierra Foothills appella�on.   


